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CSULB memes page 
spars with CSUF 


The page attracted 
more than 2,500 
likes in a little over a 
week. 


By Zien HALWANI 
Editor in Chief 


For many students at commuter 
schools like Cal State Long Beach 
the only source of school pride may 
be Facebook pages like Brandon Os-* 
born’s Csulb memes. 

Osborn, a CSULB sophomore nurs- 
ing major, started Csulb memes on 
Feb. 9 and since then the page has 


gone viral — attracting more than. 


2,500 likes in a little over a week. 

“Memes can be images, videos, or 
jokes that spread primarily via blogs 
and social networking sites,’ Osborn 
said. “They are usually made to show 
humor and wit. A lot of memes can 
have a personal spin and relate to a va- 
riety. of concepts.” 

The word meme, which predates 
the Internet itself, was coined by evo- 
lutionary biologist Richard Dawkins 
in his 1976 book “The Selfish Gene.” 
Dawkins intended to use the word to 
describe cultural evolution. Memes, 
he wrote, are a single unit of culture — 
akin to genes — that a sort of natural 
selection can act on. 

And, this — over 50 years later — 
is exactly what happens with Internet 
memes: People post a funny picture, 
video or blog and it spreads — retain- 
ing some characteristics but changing 
in others. 

The interesting thing about Os- 
born’s page, though, is its CSULB- 
specific. All the memes originating 
on Csulb memes have to do with The 
Beach. 

Take this one for example. Posted 
by CSULB nursing major Chelsea 
May Perez, it pokes fun at the Univer- 
sity Bookstore checking backpacks 
during the first week of school. The 
meme reads, “Tries to walk into the 
bookstore on the first week of school 


with a backpack” and includes a pic- _ 


ture of a smiling college student. 

Or this one, posted by CSULB 
student Drew Pulig, after the Daily 
49er discovered Csulb memes. “TI 
liked Csulb memes before the EIC of 
the Daily 49er saw them,” the meme 
reads, including a picture of a cat, 
wearing hipster clothing. 

But university-specific memes are 
not the only thing happening on Os- 
born’s page. 

In a show of just how an unpredict- 
able a meme can become, the Face- 
book page has developed a rivalry 
with Cal State Fullerton, one that Csuf 
memes, CSUF’s memes page, isn’t 
backing down from. 

“T noticed when people on the 
CSULB meme page were starting to 
post memes about CSUF,” said Garret 
Shiver, a freshman nursing major who 
helps Osborn administrate the page. 
“Then I took a look at the CSUF meme 
page and they were posting stuff too. 
It was going back and forth and it’s 
pretty funny because Long Beach is 
superior in every single way.” 

Osborn, like Shiver, is quick to 
declare the superiority of CSULB’s 
memes page. 

“The online rivalry is intense [with] 
each school poking fun at one anoth-- 
er,’ Osborn said. “I find it hilarious! 
We are definitely more original than 
they are though.” 

Take this meme posted by Ryan Ro- 
meos, a CSUF communications major, 
for example. Plastered on a picture of 
Dos Equis’ most interesting man in 
the world character, are the words, “I 
don’t always talk to CSULB gradu- 
ates, but when I do, I order fries.” 

A quick toggle through Csulb 
memes and one finds‘ similar posts 
like this one posted by Zach Katona, a 
human development major at CSULB. 
On the same Dos Equis most interest- 
ing man in the world.picture, Katona 
wrote, “I don’t always feel pity, but 
when I do, it’s because I’m sitting near 
CSUF fans in the Pyramid.”: 

These two memes are of course a 
reference to the Dos Equis marketing 
campaign starring Jonathan Gold- 
smith, where the actor ends television 
commercials and radio spots portray- 
ing him as the “most interesting man 


www. Daily49er.com 


FACEBOOK 


Csulb memes page creator Brandon Osborn’s favorite Csulb meme. 
The CSULB sophomore’s page has started a rivalry with CSUF. 


in the world” by saying, “I don’t al- 
ways drink beer, but when I do, I pre- 
fer Dos Equis.” 

Memes portraying Goldsmith can 
be found all over the Internet. Al- 
though they poke fun at different 
things, they all retain the same “I don’t 
always...” structure. 

The university-specific 
page is not unique to CSULB or 
CSUF, though, and. Osborn says he 
got the idea for his memes page from a 
friend at the University of California, 
Riverside. 

“My friend from UCR sent me a 
meme from UCR’s meme page that I 
thought was hilarious,” Osborn said. 
“So I tried searching to see if some- 
one had made one for our school. Our 
school didn’t have one, which was dis- 


memes * 


appointing ... so I figured why not cre- 
ate the page myself.” 

According to knowyourmeme. 
com, a semi-official website that doc- 
uments Internet memes, the first uni- 
versity-specific meme Facebook page 
was created for Florida International 
University in Miami in October 2011. 

The meme website also ranks NYU 
memes, which had 5,582 likes on Feb. 
9, 2012, as the most liked university- 
themed meme page on Facebook. 

Csulb memes may not be up to 
5,000 likes but its administrators say 
it’s not going anywhere anytime soon. 

“Our page] will continue to attract 
likes as long as memes are funny and 
they are specific to the daily struggles 
[and] joys of a CSULB student, which 
is a very long time,” Shiver said. 
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The face 
behind the 


MOUSE 


Genesis Arcos works 
as Chuck-E-Cheese in 
Walnut Park. 


By ANGELA RATZLAFF 
Staff Writer 


By day, creative writing major Gen-* 
esis Arcos is a hard working student at 
Cal State Long Beach. By night she 
becomes the familiar crowd-pleasing 
mouse at that pizza parlor where, they 
say, “a kid can be a kid.” 

Arcos has worked at the Walnut 
Park Chuck-E-Cheese for more than a 
year now, and even though her job has 
had awkward moments, she still goes 
at it with a positive attitude. Other stu- 
dents at CSULB also find jobs as char- 
acters or even professional jobs as set 
designers.at Disneyland. 

Like many students at CSULB, 
Arcos needed money to pay for sim- 
ple commodities like a cell phone 
and a car. She applied for a “game 
room” position, not knowing that 
she would have to suit up as the big 
mouse himself. 

“The first few months I didn’t mind 
it,” Arcos said. 

Singing “Happy Birthday” and pos- 
ing for pictures are among the few du- 
ties Arcos performs while in character 
as the Chuck-E-Cheese mouse. Some- 
times the interactions with customers 
can prove to be dangerous. 

“T’ve had people punch me,” Arcos 
said. “I don’t know why! They just do 
it! Some moms hit my head to show 
their children that I’m fake.” 

With an interest in acting and a posi- 
tive attitude, Arcos is able to have fun 
with her job. She also has fun with 
the fact that customers assume she is 
a guy. ‘ 

“It gives me a chance to act like 
somebody else,” Arcos said. 

If she does end up pursuing a ca- 
reer in theatre, Arcos said she would 
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Student to research link between heart 
disease in women and secondhand smoke 


Tuyen Tran plans 
to enter the field of 
pathology. 


‘By Ron Bar-ZIon 
Staff Writer 


Senior biochemistry major Tuyen 
Tran recently received.a $3,000 re- 
search scholarship to aid him in his 
studies on how exposure to second- 
hand smoke may increase the risk of 
heart disease for women. 

This research project will focus pri- 
_marily on heart disease among women 
because, according to his statistical 


research papers, Tran explained that 
women tend to have a higher rate of 
heart disease than men. 

Tran moved to the U.S. in 2004 
from Vietnam with his family, and 


~ didn’t speak any English at the time. 


He began studying biology during 


“his junior year at Golden West Col- 


lege, and transferred to Cal State Long 
Beach in 2009. 

Tran’s desire to become a research- 
er started at the age of 20, when his 
father died of cancer. 

“J want to find the reason why we 
have the disease and the source of the 
reason,” Tran said. 

Tran’s research will be conducted 
with the use of recombinant plasmid, a 
gene in vitro, from a rat to see how the 
smoke affects it. 


Since a plasmid is a circular piece 
of DNA separated from chromosomal 
DNA that may be used in isolated “test 
tube” experiments, no live rodents 
will be used or harmed for Tran’s re- 
search. 

Tran said that he learned from his 
readings that secondhand smoke could 
expose people to the same conditions 
as primary smokers even though they 
aren’t inhaling it directly. 

“I think the reason why is because 
they inhale the smoke from many 
people, not just one cigarette,” Tran 
said. 

Tran explained that if someone 
walks across campus and passes 
several smokers, then they could be 
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Hacey Lippett | Day 49eR 


Tuyen Tran, senior, was recently awarded the CSUPERB scholar- 
ship to develop research on second-hand smoking. 
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CSULB commuters deal with traffic woes 


Plans to build bullet 
train may help get 
cars off the freeway. 


By KyLe:MoorHartT 
Staff Writer 


Angelica Coronado, a senior jour- 
nalism major at Cal State Long Beach, 
struggled with traffic for at least 45 
minutes four days a week during her 
first semester. 

“I couldn’t bring myself to come 
to class every day,” Coronado said via 
email, 

This year, she bunched her classes to 
only two days a week just to minimize 
the stress of traffic. 

“It’s worked pretty good for me so 
far,” she said. 

She isn’t alone; countless other 
CSULB students share her grief in 
commuting. 


Kendra Ablaza, senior political sci- 
ence and journalism double major, lives 
in West Covina and has to drive for 
nearly an hour to reach campus. 

“IT would leave my house on time,” 
she sad via email. “But waiting to exit 
off Palo Verde would make me late.” 

With traffic seemingly so unpredict- 
able, students have learned to expect 
the worst. 

“T have to wake up almost an hour 
and a half before my class,” sophomore 
journalism major Jennifer San Jose said 
via email. 

There are certain times in which 
traffic seems to be less paralyzing than 
others, but even for the more fortunate, 
traffic can be unpredictable. 

“One morning the traffic will be 
flowing perfectly, other days it’s mis- 


erably bumper to bumper,” journalism. 


major Jasmine Hamilton said via email. 

But commuter patterns may change 
for future students, that is, if the bullet 
train proposal; which may help lesson 
traffic since there may be less cars on 
the road, isn’t further postponed. 
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inhaling smoke from several differ- 
ent types of cigarettes. 

He will conduct his research with’ 
his mentor Vasanthy Narayanaswa- 
mi, assistant professor of biochem- 
istry. 

Tran has also received a lot of 
support from his family for his re- 
search. 

“Sometimes I have to spend a lot 
of time at the lab, but they still un- 
derstand and still support me,” Tran 
said. Sagas : 


He said he wants to become a re- 
searcher and medical practitioner in 
pathology, the study and diagnosis of 


a disease. 

He also said this project will give 
him the research experience neces- 
sary to be competitive for graduate 
school. 

“T’m very excited and look forward 
to working on this project,” Tran 
said. “I really want to find.out why 
smoke relates to heart disease — it’s. 
very interesting.” 

Tran was one of only 11 students 
awarded the Howell-CSUPERB Re- 
search Scholar Award. 

CSUPERB (CSU Program for Ed- 
ucation and Research in Biotechnolo- 
gy) partnered with the Doris A. How- 
ell Foundation for Women’s. Health 
Research to fund promising under- 


' graduate student research projects in 


topics related to women’s health. 
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The Obama administration is. try- 
ing to lessen traffic by allocating $476 
billion in the proposed budget, to fund 
road development over a six-year pe- 
riod — $47 billion of which will be 
absorbed by the proposed California 
bullet train. : : 

However, there is debate over wheth- 
er the money would be better spent 
finding a more immediate solution to 
getting cars off nearby freeways, espe- 
cially the I-405. 

“T think the bullet train is a good 
idea,” Ruby Ruelas, a junior journalism 
major, said via email. “But it’d be best 
if we kept [the funds] local and took 
care of our roads and freeways first.” 

Many students agree that the bullet 
train would be quite convenient. How- 
ever, they may not reap the benefits 
while attending school. 

With construction expected to end in 
April 2016, according to the California 
High-Speed Rail Authority, even fresh- 
man commuters cannot expect to wit- 
ness its effects. Moreover, there are still 
multiple processes post-completion be- 


fore service.can begin. 

According to the Long Beach Press- 
Telegram, Transportation Secretary 
Ray LaHood has still pushed for ini- 
tiating the bullet train project, despite 
the proposal looking progressively dim 
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like to become a director or stage man- 
ager. 

“A good director should know how 
to act to tell someone else how to act,” 
she said. 

Other students at CSULB also find 
an interest in jobs that require acting as 
a character at certain events or theme 
parks, ; 

Theatre major Benji Raufman got 
a job playing a Russian spy for a two- 
day benefit in Los Angeles. The work 
proved to be rewarding. However, con- 
necting with every attendee was chal- 
lenging, Raufman said. 

“The theme that year was secret 
agent ... | would have to say things like 
‘the eagle has landed,’” Raufman said. 

The event auctioned off set props 
and various autographed items that 
raised money for a private school in 


Los Angeles. Raufman had to interact 
with attendees to get them engaged in 
the auction. 

“T started having a conversation with 
this couple who didn’t speak English, 
and it was difficult to get a reaction out 
of them,” Raufman said. 

Chair and art director of the theatre 
department Joanne Gordon said if a 
student has the CSULB theatre depart- 
ment attached to their background, 
more amusement parks will take their 
name into consideration when hiring 
employees as characters. 

“We have.so many alumni that get 
jobs as characters at Disneyland,” she 
said. 

CSULB theatre department’s de- 
signer and stage technician Corey 
Holst, who works part time for the 
“Fantasmic!” production at Disneyland, 


said that he often bumps into theatre ~ 


students who not only work as Disney 
characters, but also have jobs with 
stage production and direction. 


FiLE PHoTo 
Students like Angelica Coronado have to wade through heavy traffic. 


with recent increased changes in its es- 
timations, including price and expected 
time of completion. 

One thing is for sure: Rising gas 
prices can only expedite the decision 
one way or the other. 


“People who come out of the depart- 
ment and have a finished degree can get 
a job at a professional level,” Holst said. 

Students who are still working on 
their degrees can find jobs as character 
or ride operators for Disney, Holst said. 

Arcos said the best way to get around 
the demanding job of being character is 
to be smart, open and mature. 

“Tm never going to see these people 
again” is a common thought that comes 
to her head when she is in the suit. 


Arcos serves at the South Gate Cal- 


vary Temple Church as its youth, choir 
and drama leader. She took over the 
drama program when she was 15 and 
has found a passion for working with 
the youth as well as the stage. 

For now, Arcos said she will focus 
on her creative writing degree and con- 
sider counseling the youth as a part of 
her career path. She said her job allows 
her to appreciate others who have jobs 
as characters, as well as in the restau- 
rant industry. 
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After work meeting, Long Beach ICE agents never came home 


LOS ANGELES (MCT) — Ezequiel 
Garcia, a longtime federal immigration 
agent, had told his wife of problems at 
work. 

But when she called him at the office 
Thursday, everything seemed normal. 
They talked about having Korean bar- 
becue for dinner. Before he could go 
home, however, he had to meet with a 
high-ranking supervisor about his job 
performance. 

The exchange grew heated, and Gar- 
cia did the unthinkable: He turned his 
weapon on a fellow agent. He fired at 
least six shots at the supervisor before 


another quick-acting agent intervened 
and shot him dead. 

The shooting, which left a second- 
in-command of the Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement in Los Angeles 
riddled with gunshots, was the latest 
blow to a beleaguered office that has 
been plagued by scandals involving 
several of its top officials. 

Authorities said Garcia, 45, who su- 
pervised a Document and Benefit Fraud 
Task force, shot Deputy Special Agent 
in Charge Kevin Kozak, 51, in his upper 
torso, legs and hands before being shot 
and killed. Kozak, a 30-year veteran 


agent who previously served as acting 
head of ICE’s Los Angeles operations, 
remains hospitalized but is in stable 
condition, and is alert and talking, fed- 
eral officials said at a news conference. 
‘ Officials did not identify the third su- 
pervisor, who has been placed on leave, 
citing “concern for his privacy.” 
“Kozak is alive today because of the 
heroic action of another ICE supervi- 
sor,’ Special Agent. in Charge Claude 
Arnold said at a news conference. “This 
is the first time anything of this nature 
has occurred within ICE. And we’re 
doing everything humanly possible to 


make sure it doesn’t happen again.” 

One police source who was present 
at the scene said a group of Los Angeles 
Police Department detectives and offi- 
cers who happened to be in the building 
rushed over to the office, responding 
to a call for medical help over the PA 
system. 

Amid a thick smell of gunpowder 
and smoke, they saw Garcia lying on 
his side, apparently dead, recalled the 
source, who requested anonymity be- 
cause he was not authorized to discuss 
the case. The ICE agent who shot him 
stood stunned, and the supervisor lay 


on the floor cursing in anger and saying ° 
that his stomach felt like it was burning, 
he said. 

“This guy’s a fighter,” he said. “He , 
was awake, and lucid.” 

The seventh floor of the federal build- 
ing in Long Beach, where the shoot- 
ing took place, remained cordoned off 
Friday as a crime scene. Agents were 
given the option of taking the day off. 


-By Victoria Kim and Paloma Es- 
quivel, Los Angeles Times 


Santorum goes after Romney and Obama 
in appeal to conservative base in Ohio 


COLUMBUS, -Ohio (MCT) — As 
he bounded from one cheering throng 
to the next in the battleground state of 
Ohio, Rick Santorum roused his conser- 
vative base Saturday with ideas not often 
heard in mainstream American politics. 
His audiences — Christian conserva- 
tives, tea party activists and other right- 
leaning Republicans — loved it. 

Speaking to the Ohio Christian Alli- 
ance, Santorum went so far as to refer 
to public schools as “factories” and say 
that federal or state support for educa- 
tion is an “anachronism.” 

With polls showing him leading in 
Ohio, Santorum is trying to lock down 
support from Republicans who find for- 
mer Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney 


too moderate-and have given up on for- 
mer House Speaker Newt Gingrich. 

Nowhere was that more evident than at 
Saturday’s back-to-back appearances at a 
tea party gathering and at the Christian 
Alliance luncheon, both in Columbus. 

Speaking to tea party activists, he 
warned that President Barack Obama 
was pushing the United States “to the 
brink of socialism, to the brink of los- 
ing our freedom.” __ 

Although Obama was his main tar- 
get, he also took shots at Romney, 
mocking him over one of the former 
governor’s proudest achievements. 

Romney frequently touts his role in 
turning around the 2002 Winter Olym- 
pics in Salt Lake City after a bribery 
scandal threw the planning off track. 


But Santorum brought up the Olympics 
to swing back at Romney’s assertion 
that the former Pennsylvania senator 
was “a big proponent of earmarks” dur- 
ing his days in Congress. 

Speaking sarcastically, Santorum 
said that Romney “heroically bailed out 


- the Salt Lake Olympic: Games — by he- 


roically going to Congress and asking 
them to bail out the Salt Lake Olympic 
Games. In an earmark!” 

He also said Romney, as governor, 
had encouraged the Massachusetts 
congressional delegation to win half a 
billion dollars in earmark spending for 
the state. 


-By Mitchell Landsberg and Seema 
Mehta, Los Angeles Times 


Ep Susa Jr. | Akron Beacon JournaL/ MCT 
GOP presidential candidate Rick Santorum speaks during the 
2012 Lincoln Day Dinner held at Quaker Station on Saturday, 
February 18, 2012, in Akron, Ohio. 
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CSULB memes are bringing students together 


If you visit Facebook regularly, 
which in this day and age is pretty 
much a guarantee, you most likely 
have noticed that our school has gone 
meme- 
crazy. The 
“Csulb 
memes” 
page on 
Facebook has over 2,600 likes and has 
received hundreds of submissions. 

For those of you who are somehow 
still clueless, a meme is a picture or 
series of pictures that spreads from 
person to person online. When some- 
one changes the words on the picture, 
the meme takes on a different meaning. 
There are thousands of memes in cir- 
culation, some of them more recogniz- 
able than others. 

There’s the “college freshman” 
meme, which displays an eager looking 
young student who is unaware of the 
trials and tribulations ahead of him. 
Captions for these include “makes Mac 
n’ Cheese... sets of fire alarm” and 
“drinks 4Loko... dies.” _ 

Another great college-related meme 
is the “lazy college senior.” This one 
shows a student casually sipping a 
beer. Captions include “notes for this 
class are posted on Beachboard... see 
you at midterms” and “can’t find a 
parking space... goes home.” 

These memes have been a fun way 
to visually gauge our school spirit and 
pride for our campus. We are often 
considered a “commuter school” be- 
cause so many students live far away, 
which causes a lack of community at 
the school. These memes are observa- 
tions about our school that everyone 


Our VIEW 


can relate to, and that’s why they’re so popular. They also bring 
up issues and problems that every. CSULB student has, like the 


constant burden of trying to’connect to Beachnet. 


Unfortunately, CSU Fullerton jumped on the meme bandwagon 
and just about ruined it. Their page started out looking similar to 
ours but quickly devolved into a mean-spirited flame war against 
CSULB. Since then, students from both schools have been “troll- 
ing” both pages, trying to one-up each other constantly. 

The anti-Fullerton memes are just another display of our school 


(7 en? 


Le me, derpin on CSULB 
memes 


pride, but after about a week of constant Fullerton-bashing it may 
become a bit tiresome. The page started as a way to make jokes 
about the littlé things unique to our campus, not an excuse'to make 
jokes about another school. Giving them more attention just makes 
it worse, it would actually be better if we started to ignore it and 
move on. Still, the memes about CSULB remain a great way for our 
campus’ 35,000+ students to show their spirit and bond over little 
things that every Long Beach student can relate to, like frat guys 
sitting outside The Nugget or the lack of outlets in the library. 


ieaerator ret 


ARE YOU FUCKING KIDDING ME 


NOT SURE WHEN IT BECAME SO 
Cool” 


Who knows how long CSULB memes will be around before 
people get tired of it and give up. Facebook fads often disappear as 
quickly as they pop up. Anybody who lived through the “post 25 
facts about yourself” phase knows that. For now, it’s a fun way to 
show school pride and make jokes about the little things that annoy 
us. Even when we’re griping about memes being posted incorrectly, 
or coming together to troll Fullerton, CSULB memes has provided 
procrastinating Long Beach students a chance to bond over the 
things that make our campus special. 


Government officials need to ease up on anti-piracy legislation 


In a time when the government is so avid about 
stopping piracy, counterfeiting, and copyright- 
ing that it has even created bills such as the Stop 
Online Piracy Act (SOPA) and the PROTECT IP 
Act (PIPA), U.S. citizens are left wondering if 
things are really as bad as they seem, or if this all 
just a ploy to make money hungry corporations 
even bigger and richer? 

SOPA and PIPA have been already been struck 
down, but that hasn’t stopped the government’s 
war on counterfeiting. _ : 

The Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement 
(ACTA) is a new intellectual property enforce- 
ment treaty, which not only affects us here in 
the United States, but has reached a global level 
in trying to have over eleven countries sign it. 

’ And this isn’t the only bill that has popped up 
since SOPA and PIPA; there is also C-30, which 
allows free-ranging police online surveillance of 
Canadians. 
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Following’in Canada’s footsteps, the U.S is 
proposing the H.R 1981 bill, said to help stop 
child pornography, but containing heavy surveil- 
lance provisions. 

Instead of focusing on trying to stop what goes 
on within the internet, the government should 


- focus on more pressing issues such as unemploy- 


ment, the economic state we are in, or the battle 
over women’s reproductive 
rights. 5 i 
A recent study has proved, 
contrary to popular belief, 

that Bit Torrent file sharing 
does not affect the U.S. box office. The study was 
done by researchers at Wellesley College and the 
University of Minnesota and it states “consum- 
ers in the US who would choose between the box 
office and piracy choose the box office... If piracy 


‘displaced box office sales in the US, we would 


have expected the slope of the returns profile to 
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shift more significantly as Bit Torrent became 
more widely adopted.” 

Delayed international releases are the actual 
cause of bit torrents increasing. Foreign consum- 
ers download recently released movies because 
they have no other way of viewing it legally. 

If movie studios made it so that international 
releases could be made sooner, or at the same 
time they are released in the 
U.S, piracy wouldn’t be such a 
problem. 

Yes, these bills are in the inter- 


est of saving the music and movie 
industries, but in doing so they are sabotaging the 


growth of revolutionary online media. 

These bills stop attention-worthy people from 
being noticed. Not only that, but they trump our 
country’s capitalist efforts. Entrepreneurs, video 
bloggers, and online stores could all be sued for 
using a simple picture or a song, 
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The web sites you have grown to love, or have 
otherwise been addicted to, would no longer be as 
awesome or maybe even exist if ACTA, or other 
bills like it get passed. ; 

‘Many people wouldn’t even be famous if these 
bills would have been in existence. 

These internet counterfeiting bills aren’t like 
some those laws that would affect only a certain 
demographic of people; it would affect countries 
all over the world. 

The United States prides itself on its first _ 
amendment, but if more bills like these continue 
to be created, our immense progress as a country 
will quickly go on a backwards spiral. 

If we just sit here silently, the freedoms we 
enjoy, and very often take for granted, will be 
stripped away in the blink of an eye. If we don’t 
put a stop to this, it is only the beginning. 
Rebecca Ruiz is a senior journalism major and a 
contributing writer for the Daily 49er. 
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Money causes people to fall victim to greed and carelessness 


Money is the root of all evil. Everyone has 
heard that phrase before, -but how many people 
believe it? I love money and I’m sure all of you 
do too. Without money, it sure would be hard for 
any of us to survive. Recently, though, several 
news stories have proven to me the problems 
that money seems to raise. Some can’t man- 
age it properly while some just can’t seem to get 
enough. 

Rapper Nas is just the most recent in a string 
of high-profile celebrities who seem to forget 
that it’s that time of year when tax season rolls 
around. According to TMZ, as well as several 
other websites, Nas never paid the government 
the almost $340,000 he owed in 2010, in addition 
to a staggering $6 million he owes from previous 
years. I understand that nobody wants to pay 
taxes, but isn’t everyone raised knowing they 
have to just grit their teeth and do it? 

Apparently Nas never heard what happened to 


Wesley Snipes, who is currently serving a three- 
year stint in prison for tax evasion. Snipes actu- 
ally went as far as filing false returns for sums of 
over several million dollars and according to The 
Baltimore Sun, he didn’t even file returns at all 
between 1999 and 2004. 

’ Snipes actually began his stay in federal prison 
in December of 2010, and one would think that’s 
enough to scare anyone 
away from trying to fudge 
their taxes, but Nas either 
doesn’t follow the news or 
thinks‘he is Al Capone. And lest we forget, out 
of all the illegal things Capone did, the one that 
finally busted him in the end was tax evasion, 
which proves one thing — you can’t escape death 
or taxes. Nas should take heed. 

On the other spectrum of this fascinating issue 
of money mishandling and greed we have people 
and companies who not only can’t seem to get 
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enough, but will also go to any length to acquire 
more. At least that’s what Apple proved last week 
when tech site Ars Technica reported that the 
company has sued Motorola in Germany over an 
infringement of the slide-to-unlock feature com- 
mon on most cell phones. 

You read that right. Apple has patented the 
simple act of a finger swiping across a screen to 
unlock a phone. 

It is baffling to me that 
any company can patent 
such a ridiculous thing, but 
Apple did. In fact, the patent even has a name 
and number: patent EP1964002, or, “Unlocking 
a Device by Performing Gestures on an Unlock 
Image.” 

It’s unclear what the outcome of this case will 
be, but what it ultimately means is that companies 
that violated the finger-swipe patent would have 
to pay royalties to Apple. How much money is 


enough for one company to have? 

For the company’s 2011 fiscal year, Apple 
reported revenue in excess of $100 billion, and 
the company is estimated to have a market value 
of $500 billion, a milestone few companies ever 
achieve. 

I’m not against companies dominating certain 
markets, but to sue Motorola over the way a user 
slides their finger across a screen eae. puts a bad 
taste in my mouth. 

While the phrase I used at the beginning of this 
article is certainly a catch-all saying that doesn’t 
ring true all the time, these stories show you that 
there definitely is some truth to it. 

And when it comes to money, it truly is a 
double-edged sword. The Notorious B.I.G. was 
right when he pointed out almost fifteen years 
ago, “Mo Money Mo Problems”. 

Gerry Wachovsky is a graduate student and 
columnist for the Daily 49er. 


Cell phone use is becoming an obsessive-compulsive disorder 


While studies are still trying to prove that cell 
phones are related to cancer, links to restless- 
ness, disrupted sleep, stress, fatigue, and even 
obsessive-compulsive behaviors have been found. 

A professor at Sahlgren’s Academy, Gaby 
Badre M.D. Ph.D, conducted a study with 21 
individuals between the ages of 14 to 20 to see 
the effects of cell phone use in an individual’s 
routine. 

The control group was allowed to send about 5 
texts and 5 calls each day while the other group 
sent an average of 15 calls and 15 texts each day. 
The-results showed that the group who sent more 
texts and calls were more restless and lead more 
careless lifestyles. 

Badre commented that “youngsters feel a 


group pressure to.remain interconnected and 
reachable around the clock.” 

Even more shocking is that as of 2008 there is 
a word to describe the fear of losing your phone. 
It’s nomophobia. A study conducted by mobile 
security company SecurEnvoy discovered that 
47 percent of the men and 37 
percent of the women surveyed 
claimed to have two or more 
phones to make sure they were 
in touch. 

In an interview with The Telegraph, Kelly 
Reeves of KLR Communications said that when 
she lost her phone she went right out and bought _ 
one full price before heading to her meeting. 

“It’s like the ability to be constantly reachable 
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has made us fearful of missing out on something.” 

Lockout Mobile Security did their own study 
and found that 50 percent of those surveyed felt 
anxious about not having their phone with them. 
Their response is natural according to Lockout 
who claims that phones have become “like our 
lifeline and hold our most 
sensitive info.” 

Those who suffer from 
nomophobia have a fear so 
intense they can’t conduct business. 

The average person checks their phone 34 
times a day, but if that’s the case, I am suffering 
from this disorder because I check my phone at 
least twice every ten.minutes. 

If you think your case is extreme, which, let’s 


face it, most people probably do based on these 
symptoms, then pay attention because there is 
hope to relieve this anxiety. . 

Some treatments recommended by UCLA 
clinical psychologist Dr. Ramani Durvasula are 
“similar to those for treating obsessive compul- 
sive disorder and anxiety attacks.” 

That means that you should leave your phone 
behind and refrain from checking e-mail or text 
messages and then suffer through the anxiety. 

The best way to get over your compulsion for 
your phone is by going through phone withdraw- 
als much like you do with coffee. Push through 


the anxiety and stress. 


Nayeli Carillo is a senior journalism major 
and a contributing writer for the Daily 49er. 
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Half Past Two, performed to a small crowd at Chain Reaction in Anaheim on Thursday. The band played songs from their latest EP, “Songs With Friends,” as well as old favorites. 


Half Past Two, more ska bands rock despite nearly empty venue 


Orange County ska 
bands performed 
energetic sets despite 
having less than 50 
people in the crowd. 


By SALLY GONZALEZ 
Staff Writer 


After the recent release of their 
EP, “Songs with Friends,” the Orange 
County-based ska band, Half Past Two, 
performed an intimate show at Chain 
Reaction in Anaheim on Thursday. 

Joining Half Past Two were two oth- 
er Southern California ska bands, The 
Skank Agents from San Diego and The 
B-Sharps from Riverside. 


Local reggae bands prove talents at DiPiazzas 


By PRISCELLA VEGA 


Contributing Writer 


Reggae fans congregated at DiPiazzas 
on Thursday to see local bands perform 
like they were already huge rockstars. 

That 70’s Bush were the first to take 
the stage. Dressed in grunge-like attire 
tie-dye shirts, their appearance was 
similar to 90s band, Blind Melon: Tra- 
vis King (vocals) kicked off the night by 
introducing their songs as “some tasty 
jams.” The first few songs performed 
were rooted in reggae, but as their set 
went on, their tracks became heavier 
and leaned more toward a grunge-like 
sound. King mentioned how their band 
had only been playing for a few months. 
Despite their recent inception, their 
songs were catchy and enjoyable. 

Most bands focused their sound on 
reggae and surrounding subgenres, but 
Brewfish seemed the most prominent 


of the night with their infusion of reg-~ 


gae roots, contemporary rock and Alex 
Kay’s (vocalist/guitarist) effective use 
of his voice. The three-piece band im- 
mediately drew a crowd toward the 
stage with Kay’s infectious personality. 
Brewfish played an eclectic set, rang- 
ing from fast-paced tracks that got a 
few people skanking, to slow, standard 


As the venue slowly filled with an ar- 
ray of fans, The Skank Agents’ Wade 
Morris (guitar/ vocals) announced that 
the Chain Reaction show was the sec- 
ond stop for their current tour, express- 
ing energy and excitement. ; 

It didn’t take long after the start o 
their first song for the floor to get am- 
bushed by a mosh pit of amped teen- 
agers, skanking with pride and enthu- 
siasm. A fan, wearing a pin-covered 
fedora and a sports jacket tailored with 
band patches, almost lost one of his 
checkered shoes in the pit. One of the 
few female fans in the pit had enough 
spunk to thrust her way past the other 
fans, but ultimately tripped in the midst 
of her skanking footwork. Of course, 
just like any other rockette, she got 
right back up and continued her dance. 

The band members showed the same 
passion as their fans by jumping and 
skanking on stage. Lucas Moore (trum- 


pet) hopped around the stage, when he 
wasn’t playing, and rocked his head 
alongside Matt Smith (drummer). Mor- 
ris gave praise to the horns section of 
the band, and pretended to conduct 
them, swaying his hands in the air from 
side to side. 

Following The Skank Agents was 
The B Sharps,.a band with upbeat 
melodies and fast-paced tempos. Un- 
like The Skank Agents who have a little 
more hardcore punk flare to them, The 
B Sharps had a light-hearted funkiness 
that could be compared to ska veterans 
Reel Big Fish. 

Unfortunately, after the Skank 
Agents, the crowd disbursed and all 
that was left was a pit with a handful of 
people and about 20 other fans posted 
like wallflowers. Nevertheless, The B 
Sharps played and showed a lot of ener- 
gy as if the venue was packed with fans. 

Although the band members may 


reggae beats that emphasized Andrew 
Valero’s (bass) catchy bass licks, Their 
overall ‘set was entertaining, and the 
band’s faster-paced tracks like “Insom- 
nia” were the most memorable. 

Hailing from Sacramento, Simple 


Creation took the stage with a Bob Mar-° 


ley flag decorating their keyboards. Not 
straying from reggae, the band mixed 
hip-hop into their sound. Unlike most 
band lineups, Travis Olmos (vocals/ 
drummer) was not up in front of the stage, 
but behind his set of drums. Olmos. and 
Joey Steeb’s (bass) were the highlight of 
their performance with the funky beats 
they played off one another. The overall 
performance fell short due to the band’s 
lack of diversity in sound, making a 
handful of their.songs redundant. 

Originally, High Tides were sched- 
uled to perform next,*but due to the 
band missing their cue at eight, So- 
novero, the original headliners, took the 
stage earlier than intended. Word had 
spread among the’venue and fans began 
to congregate by the stage, despite the 
sudden change of set times. 

Sonovero gained a strong following 
in the Long Beach area after the band’s 
recent success at the Shoreline Jam in 
September. Shoreline Jam was a reggae 
music festival that featured artists like 
[ration and Pepper. Sonovero were able 
to perform for a larger and more diverse 
crowd than previous gigs. It’s likely that 
through the band gained a larger fan 


base after this festival. 

Sonovero’s Ollie Kaminskas 
(guitar), Cal State Long Beach 
student, realizes that they were 
fortunate for being presented with 
that opportunity. 

“It’s a long road to the top. Ev- 
ery gig we play gets bigger and 
bigger,” Kaminskas said. “We got 
lucky with that gig. Anything is 
possible. We literally went from 
jamming in my living room to 
playing onstage with thousands of 
people in the audience.” 

The eight-piece band kicked off 
their set with an instrumental track 
that immediately got the crowd 
grooving to their contemporary reg- 
gae roots. The band’s use of keys, per- 
cussion and saxophone helped expand 
their sound more than most bands. 

Eric Hirschhorn (saxophone) solos 
were a highlight of Sonovero’s set. They 
made the audience cheer in delight. 
Charlie Ueda’s (vocals) interaction and 
enthusiasm toward the crowd was ‘in- 
fectious throughout the night. Midway 
through the band’s set, Ueda invited 
friends onstage to freestyle, which fur- 
ther illustrated the band’s vivacious en- 
ergy. Despite being relatively new, So- 
novero performed like a band with years 
of experience under their belts. 

After Sonovero, High Tides took the 
stage for a short set due to their missed 
timeslot. By their set time, the crowd 


have hid behind their different colored 
shades, it was still evident, through 
their exuberant guitar riffs and vibrant 
brass melodies, that they were all enjoy- 
ing themselves despite the semi-empty 
floor. In fact, when the band played a 
cover of “Linoleum” by NOFX, mem- 
bers of The Skank Agents ran inside to 
the front of the stage and showed their 
support by cheering them on. 

By 11 p.m., it was apparent to every- 
one, including Half Past Two’s Lindsey 
Smith (vocals), a Cal State Long Beach 
English Education major, that the venue 
had cleared out. As soon as her lips 
touched the microphone, the first thing 
out of her mouth was a joke about the 
emptiness of the venue. 

“Thanks for sticking around guys — 
all 10 of you,” Smith said. ; 

The band opened with an original 
upbeat song, “1000 Miles Away,” and 
nothing but happiness and angst was 
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Sonovero played reggae beats at Di- 
Piazzas on Thursday. 


had drastically diminished, but that did 
not affect the band from bringing their 
all to the stage. Kefinedy Peneueta- 
Peapea (vocals) was charismatic and 
kept the small crowd entertained with 
his humor. The two trombonists and 
saxophonists were the most diverse 
horn section of the night, which seemed 
promising. However, they disappoinied 
when the horn section was hardly an 
emphasis throughout songs. 

The turnout was relatively small com- 
pared other local shows, but those who 
attended definitely enjoyed the contem- 
porary reggae mix local bands brought to 
DiPiazzas. For a list of upcoming events 
at DiPiazzas, visit DiPiazzas.com. 


projected from Smith, while Anthony 
Rondina (bass) strutted his stuff by si- 
multaneously playing and skanking in 
place. : 

Because of Smith’s free-spirited 
dance moves and colorful facial expres- 
sions, one could tell she would’ve have 
put on the same great show had there 
been one fan, or 100°fans; watching her. 

Their musical performance quickly trans- 


‘formed into a comedy sketch after Rondina 


began to go along with Smith’s jokes. 

“J love how I don’t even have a mic, 
and [the crowd] can still hear me,” Ron- 
dina said. : 

Toward the end of their set, the band 
picked up the pace with “Aaron, the 
Castaway,” and the wallflowers drifted 
to the center of the floor and began to 
skank, as if they were somehow rejuve- 
nated with energy through the power- 
ful forces of ska music bouncing off the 
walls of an empty venue. 
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Student art galleries 
The art department pres- 
ents drawing and painting, 
ceramics and fiber from 
noon to 5 p.m. The student 
art galleries are located 
between the FA2 and FA3 
buildings. Admission is free. 


Arts and Crafts Show 
Osher Lifelong Learning In- 
stitute presents the 7th an- 
nual Juried Arts and Crafts 
Show from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
in the Duncan Anderson 


Gallery in the Design build- 
ing. Admission is free. 


New Music Ensemble 
The Bob Cole Conserva- 
tory of Music presents New 
Music Ensemble, directed 
by Alan Shockley, at 8 p.m. 
in Gerald Daniel Recital 
Hall. Tickets are $7 for 
students and $10 for general 


admission. : 


To add events to our 
calendar, email us at 


diversionsd49er@gmail. 
com 
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LBSU downed in final seconds 


The ‘Niners lost ona 
game winning shot by 
Antoine Young. 


By Devin UGLAND 
Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State men’s basket- 
ball team had its NCAA tournament at- 
large hopes all but buried by Creighton 
senior guard Antoine Young Saturday 
night in Omaha. 

Young hit a difficult game win- 
ning fade-away jumper over the out- 
stretched arms of LBSU senior forward 
T.J. Robinson with 0.3 seconds remain- 
ing, giving Creighton a hard-fought 81- 
79 victory. 

The ‘Niners exited the melee as the 
‘Jays faithful rushed the court in a pre- 
mature celebration, but were called 
back to the hardwood after-a review 
showed that there was 0.3 seconds re- 
maining after the Young jumper. 

LBSU’s last chance fell short, how- 
ever, as there was only enough time for 
a tip-in attempt. 

The 49ers (19-7, 12-0 Big West) held 
the lead for nearly the entire contest, 
holding the advantage from 12:27 re- 
maining in the first half up until the 
eventual game-ending bucket from 
Young. 

Creighton (23-5, 12-4 Missouri Val- 
ley) jumped out to an early 11-4 lead be- 
hind nine quick points from sophomore 


forward Doug McDermott. LBSU an- 
swered with a huge 25-12 run, putting 
them on top 29-23 with 7:39 to play. 

With senior guard Casper Ware in 
foul trouble throughout the first half, 
senior guard Larry Anderson and Rob- 
inson were looked to for leadership, and 
they provided just that. An Anderson 
bucket gave the “Niners a_nine-point 
lead, 37-28, with 4:54 to play in the 
opening period. 

The Bluejays cut the lead back aoe 
to one on a 3-pointer from junior guard 
Josh Jones with 1:09 left in the first half. 
LBSU closed out the opening period 
with a 3-point shot from junior wing 
James Ennis and an NBA range jumper 
from Ware, taking a 46-41 lead into the 
break. 

The Beach was able to extend its lead 
back to nine after a Robinson bucket 
four minutes into the second half, but 
were unable to extend the lead any fur- 
ther, as McDermott continued his scor- 
ing onslaught. : 

The ‘Jays cut the lead back down to 
one, 63-62, on a McDermott layup with 
10:52 remaining in the contest. 

Unfortunately for LBSU, their of- 
fense disappeared in the last 7:52 of the 
game. Creighton outscored the ‘Niners 
17-9 over that timetable to secure the 
last second victory. 

Robinson led the way for the 49ers, 
scoring 20 points on 8 of 10 shooting 
while pulling down eight rebounds. 
Ware scored 21 points on 7 of 14 shoot- 
ing, including 3 of 6 from behind the 
are. : 

Anderson scored 15 points on 6 of 8 
shooting, including 2 of 3 from 3-point 


www. Daily49er.com 


range. Senior forward Edis Dervisevic 
scored 10 points on 4 of 4 shooting. Se- 
nior forward Eugene Phelps was held 
scoreless while shooting just one field 
goal attempt. Phelps pulled down six 
boards on the evening. . 

LBSU shot a stellar 58.8 percent (30 
of 51) as a team for the game. The ‘Nin- 
ers connected on 46.7 percent (7 of 15) 
from 3-point range, and continued to 
struggle from the free throw line, con- 
necting on just 60 percent (12 of 20) for 
the contest. 

McDermott showed why he is con- 
sidered one of the best players in col- 
lege basketball. The Player of the Year 
candidate dropped a game-high 36 
points on 14 of 20 shooting including 8 
of 9 from the charity stripe. McDermott 
also pulled down 11 rebounds, also a 
game-high. 

Young scored 16 points on 6 of 12 
shooting, including the dagger that 
sealed the victory for the ‘Jays. While 
McDermott and: Young paced Creigh- 
ton; no other player on its squad scored 
more than eight points. 

The Bluejays shot 50 percent (30 of 
60) as a team for the contest, including 
72.7 percent (16 of 22) from the free 
throw line. The ‘Jays were dismal from 
3-point range, however, connecting on 
just 5 of 23 from distance. 

LBSU will be back in action on 
Wednesday when they host confer- 
ence rival UC Santa Barbara. Tip-off is 
scheduled for 8 p.m. 

The ‘Niners and Gauchos met earlier 
this season on Jan. 21, with LBSU domi- 
nating the contest while cruising to an 
easy 71-48 victory at the Thunderdome. 
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Late turnovers hurt the ‘Niners in an 81-79 loss to Creighton Sat- 
urday night. Casper Ware, above, scored 21 points to led LBSU. 


N Bellflower Blvd 


Cal & Spot BD 
Cal State Long Beach 


Here’s Proof: Just bring this ad in to receive an 
iPad2 included with your purchase! 


Offer is valid on any 
vehicle, new or pre-owned. 
Over 500 to choose from! 
We stock all makes and adele 


just 1.5 miles North of campus on 
Bellflower Blvd & We're Open ‘Til Midnight! 


1-888-307-5730 
www. CALWORTHINGTON.COM 


2950 N. BELLFLOWER BLVD. LONG BEACH, CA 90815 


Offer not valid on advertised models nor in conjunction with any other offers. Ad must be presented upon arrival. Sale ends. 6/30/12. 


